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Let Me Draw What I Want 


a» THAT THE 


DIRECTOR 


HAD PUT 
UP THE 


CALENDAR || * 


.» THAT | HADN'T 
EVEN KNOWN 
THERE WAS A 

DIRECTOR. 


DIDI HAVE 7 
-| AMEAN F 


YOUR NAME, 
LITTLE BOY? 


Author's Note | 


MINOWU? THAT'S 
ANICE NAME, 
YOU LOOK LIKE A 
GOOD Boy. 


Hello, Ragawa here. So, 
Baby and Me is already 

up to volume 8 Heh heh 
heh... (Ragawa grins.) 


MMi 


YOU'RE ONE 
OF THOSE 
A \- PEOPLE 
What an awful WHO LIKE TO 


back view... 06 


In the story about 
Sachiko (the rabbit in 


volume 2), Sachiko 
drank milk, but that’s 
because she was still 
a baby. Adult rabbits 
drink water. They eat 

raw vegetables, but 
not wet ones. Yoshizo 

really loves corn. 


| CAN'T LET 


DAYS SAY THE MINOR 


CRAZIEST dyes 
THINGS. 


CLUTCHES!! 


You know how 
¥ids are. 


They were 
“ying over 
that? 


COME ON, 
MINORU. 
LET'SGO. 


OH, My! 
THIS LITTLE 
GIRL IS 
ADORABLE, 
TOO!! 


a 


ELSE? YOU'LL 
SCARE THE | 


f LOOK, THE 
ACTUALLY,| | VERY CLOSE IF Sc aL aria "| ORECTORS PUTA 
HEAR THEY THEY BOTH OF SUNFLOWER WONDER AENOYRS WAL 
CHOSE THE SAME |} qURsERY Noss |} SHATHES 
PROFESSION, 12 An TRYING TO 
MR. MUKAI'S OLDER TELL us, 


A STRANGE MAN 
TRIED TO TALK TO 


WHAT WAS 
LIKE A ASTRANGE 
suspicious KNOW.! man DOING 


IN THE 
HALLWAY? 


ALL THAT IN 
ONLY TWO 
SYLLABLES?! 


GUESS WHAT! 
GUESS WHAT! 


SEE? HE ACTS 

A SO INNOCENT, 
ZF  BUTHE'S 

b\ FINDING OUT 


IE 
VOLUNTEERED 
THAT . 
INFORMATION!! \ 


WHY My 
DO YOU U PLEASE STOP 
ALWAYS BARING YOUR 
HAVE TO THAT 
a ae ? ~ \ FANGS AT THE 
HALFTO SINISTER? 


YOU'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO 
PUT PERSONAL 
NOTATIONS ON 
4 ALL THE SCHOOL 
CALENDARS!! 


| GUESS 


) 


aT: 


BS 
oS 


EGE pees 


es 


BUT ILL 

SHOW |* 
Im suRE HIM 
THEY ALL 


a Wi a = “Tt y 
AT HIS SS 
ai r on 
GAVE HIM. @ 
A Z 


) 


ny 


Y DECEMBER 8 |S 


YOU SEEM THE DAY AFTER 
TO KNOW TOMORROW, DO 


SOMETHING. YOU KNOW 


WHAT'S GOING 


ANOTHER TIME, 
AFEW YEARS 
AGO, WHEN HE 
OROPPED HINTS 


IT'SHIS 
BIRTHDAY. 
THAT YEAR HIS 
BROTHER, THE 
OIRECTOR OF 


SCHOOL NO.|, GOT 
SOME BIRTHDAY GIFTS 
FROMHIS PUPILS. 


4 
/ 


OH, WELL, | 


HAVEN'T SEEN 
HIM SINCE, 


BY THE WAY, 
WHAT'S THIS 
PIECE OF 
PAPER? CAN 
| SEE IT? 


ASKING 
US TO DO 
THIS INA 
WEEK... 


IT'S PROOF 
THAT EDOMAE 
WAS GOOFING 
OFF AT WORK, 


THERE'S A HARD 
JOB WE RE ALL 
WORKING ON 
NOW WELL 
PROBABLY HAVE 
TO WORK 
OVERTIME FOR 
A WEEK TO 
FINISH IT. 


i TO 


an 
} alley 
Mit 
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HOW 
ABOUT 


TONIGHT) |) C 


.),\) EDOMAE!! STOP 
y_Y WASTING TIME 
\)) ON CHILDISH 


STUFF LIKE THIS 
WHEN WE'RE 


SO BUSY!! 


HOW COULD 
HE, AFTER ALL 
@.\ IVE DONE TO 


20 


| WISH THERE 

WERE A WAY | 
COULD 

QUIETLY LET 


iy 


«BUT WHEN 
WE HAVE ONE 
FOR JANUARY, 

WE COULD TRY 

TO INCLUDE 


MAYBE IF | LEAVE 


THIS FACULTY 
ROSTER WHERE 
THEY CAN SEE IT, 
SOMEONE WILL 
NOTICE MY DATE 

OF BIRTH. 


YEAH, RIGHT. 
| KNOW THE 
WHOLE 
STORY. HE'S 
SWEATING 
IT. 


HOW NICE 
OF YOU TO BE 
CONCERNED 

ABOUT THE 

CHILDREN, 


—S 


4 shh ( 


(fe 
<7) 
VEN 


TRY PULLING 
YOUR FACE 
OUT OF IT IF 
YOU'RE 
GOING TO 


HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY. | 
/ 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF CUTE 
ANIMALS 


CHILOREN | 
GOING TO |.) 
THROW 


Il 

I'M TOO DON'T WANT 
OLD FOR THEM TO 

THAT CELEBRATE 


STUFF. Sa ee 
/\4 
3) 1 
Cee cel 


HE'S NOT 
FOOLING 
ANYONE. 


ONE PRESENT 
WILL BE FINE. 
WE DON'T 
WANT TO 
OVERWHELM 


\'0 LIKE 
MINORU TO 
ORAW A PICTURE 
OF DIRECTOR 
MUKAI, ANO | 
WANT YOU TO 
WRITE “HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY” ON IT. 


IF YOU WANT, 
| CAN WORK 
WITH HIRO 
AND MAKE 
ANOTHER 
PRESENT 


FORHIM. / 


a» THAT EVEN 
THOUGH THE 
TEACHERS 
COMPLAIN 
ABOUT MR. 
MUKAI, THEY 
REALLY DO 
LIKE HIM. 


VY 
IF HE GOT PICTURES 


FROM ALL THE 
CHILDREN, HE WON'T 
HAVE ROOM TO PUT 
THEM ALL UP, SO WE 


BETTER TO GIVE HIM 
JUST ONE FROM A 
REPRESENTATIVE. 


MINORU 

WASNT 
AFRAID OF 

MR. MUKAI 


| GUESS IT 
LOOKS A 
LITTLE LIKE 


IS THIS 
REALLY 
GOOD 


RITES | 


IN \\e 67 
i 


hal 
i 
) | 


@ FL 


ae 
| 
ot 
Ey 


wl LL BE 
SURE TO 
PARTICIPATE 


HAPPY\| | | 

BIRTH- |) 

DAY... |) ? : 
WAAR. | VE 
MUKA! YG 


IT'SA 
BIRTHDAY 
PARTY FOR 
YOU, SIR. 


NZ 
ASS 


TOUCHED, 


1 LOVE 
CHILDREN. 


Happy FOLDING 
birthday, 


SSS 


—s 


«1 CHOSE THIS 
PROFESSION. 


ABGUT & 
TOHMGHT? 


HE MUST 
HAVE REALLY 
LIKED 
MINORU'S 
PICTURE. 


b THAT. 'LL 
2A SKIP IT. 
Ls 


y SANTA cy, 
S Comp 


Aus / 


MYSELF, YOUR BODY 
IT'STOO TEMPERA- 
COLD! TUREIS 


AKIHIRO, -———— 


So % Oe 


D 


IF I'M 
THEN GET | Late FORMY 
OATE, IT’S 
YOUR FAULT! 


| 
PROMISED th eae 
TO MEET . ” RUNNING " 
my FRieno EEEK | 7 
THs / 
MORNING! 


*Approximately $0.80 


WHY y 
ASAKO'S 
OION'T 
youTetL | JAKINGA 


SHOWER, 


DEAR, YOU HAVE 
ALECTURE 
TODAY, DON'T 


AND YOU? 
DON'T YOU HAVE A 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

WITH YOUR BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATES? 


- 
ee ee | [ GRR... 


Pf 
( YES.IT'S 
NOT GOOD 


{ ; AHH... IT's THERE’S NO 
AREN'T WINTER REASON FOR 
TORUSH || YOUGLAD BREAK, ME TO HURRY. 


THAT WE 


AROUND | 
IN THE | CAN , 
MORNING. / WELAX? | 
oe 


~ WARM AND COZY 


GONNA PUT 
PWESENTS 
IN OUR 
STOCKINGS, 


AKIHIRO, HAVE 
YOU FINISHED 
IRONING MY 


-—-b<O3O0H 


AND AGE?! 
CLASSIC... 


TELL 
YOU'LL THEM 
CRUSH THAT!! 


THEIR 


ANYWAY, THE 
ONLY REASON 
|GET TOGOIS 

BECAUSE HAVING 
BOTH OF US AT 


Author's Note 2 


The parents of my sister's 
fiancé, Devil Fujino, spoil 
Yoshizo almost beyond belief. 
Below is proof... 


| might be right 
inside so please 
open and Close the 
door carefully. 
Yoshizo 
eee 


& Written by Devil's dad 
(a high school teacher). It was 
stuck to the door of his room. 


| have kidnapped 


Yoshizo. Pay 
me a ransom'! 
Ha ha ha... 


& Written by Devil's mom, 
This was on the door to my 
workroom the day she took 
Yoshizo out without my 
permission. 
i Yoshizo's 
nice legs, 


‘s 


[— 


wr 
wet wth urine ~ 
Lerought by Yoshine 

Y 
B 


Hes praising Yoshize 


for bringing him the 
pee-soaked newspapec 


“AM sister’s drawings 
showing what Devil's dad 
had done. 


WELL, YOU EAT |) 


UM... 
WILL YOU 
MAKE US A 
CHRISTMAS 
CAKE? 


ao 


‘} 
Zi 


4 
Wy) 


q 


| THINK I’M j 


HAVE TOLET | K_-# 
HIM REST. hk 


dh 
y] 
I 


ms 


iY 
iY 


MA-BO... HE GETS 
UP BRIGHT AND 
EARLY, BUT HE 
NEVER PUTS HIS 
BEDDING AWAY. 


WHO 
PULLED MY 
LEGS OUT 


WE'RE 
5 4 WALKING 
SF TOGETHER, 


51 “Approximately $2.0 


q 
DON'T WORRY, 
WE'LL BUY LOTS 
OF CHICKEN, 


po 


WHAT'LL WE 
DO, MA-BO? 
WE ONLY 
HAVE 100 YEN 


WE JUST 
WON THIS 


y 


CARRYING 
ONE 


IS SANTA 
COMING? 


IF YOU 
BELIEVE IN 
HIM, HE'LL BE 
REAL IN YOUR 


ee 


iBevieve |W \\S 8 os 
THAT. OR EVEN 
IF THERE |S 


HEART. 


THING'S 


MISSING. 


SHOT 
GLASSES? 


GUESS 


AND y 1 
THEY WHAT! WE 


SAW 

VE US 

eee MINORU 
SPAR ANDHIS BIG 
KLING BROTHER. 

NM cicer. / ; 


Ap) 


BUT YOUHAD — tuaric CAN | PAY 
ABAG 100,50 eepear i was FORHALF 
| THOUGHT YOU ae 
prises GONNA HIT ; OF THOSE 
YOU UP FOR PRESENTS? 
BOUGHT = A CONTRIBU- 
SOMETHING 


00 | HAVE 
ty = TO GIVE YOU 
| =SOMETHING 

FOR EVERY 

HOLIDAY? 


IF YOU GET 
TOO MANY 
PRESENTS, 


THEY'LL BEIN |i 
THE WAY, 


SHE 
KNITTED ME 
ACAP AND 
SWEATER, 
SHE SAYS. 


| WANT TO Buy 
SOME PRESENTS 
FOR MY LITTLE 
BROTHER AND 
SISTER. | HOPE 
IT'S NOT TOO 
LATE. 


THE 
BOOKSTORE'S 
OPEN. YOU 
COULD Buy 
THEM SOME 
STORYBOOKS. 


— d CaS = = 
(Vz) 
= 


HEY, 
THOSE WHAT'S 
GLASSES GOING 


«FOR THE 
PARTY! 


MM 
I, 


ILL CUT ALL RIGHT, 
ITINTO SHALL WE 

EIGHT ALL EAT? 
PIECES. 


‘ 


i) 


40 0 40 <a 


THISIS (Jf 


YES, HE WILL. 
HE'LL BRING 
YOU SOME 


SANTA 
COME 
TONIGHT? 


ANYBODY 
Buy A TINY 
GIFT? \) 


we _ 


WHEN! |\ THERE'S 
PEEKEDIN | \ NOWAYIT'S | 
AWHILE GONNA FIT! 

AGO, ICHIKA | 


=) SHOULOGIVE + 
3} THEM BIGGER 
STOCKINGS 


HANG IN 
THERE, | 
) | AKIHIRO. 

) 


Se 


Ne 


| MERRY 
CHRIST- | 


Chapter 40 / The End 


| THOUGHT 
THIS WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO BEA 
WARM 
WINTER. fal 


OH, THEY'VE 
FINISHED 


SOME- 
Hane P| WHERE IN 
ONA F\ THE 


KORO'S 
VERY OLD. 


| CAN'T 
STAND TO 
SEE HIM 
WAITING OUT 
IN THE COLD 
LIKE THIS 
FOR HIS 
MASTERS TO 
RETURN. 


LEAVE HIM 
BEHIND? 


MINORU, 
ISN'T THIS 


BUN 
GOOD? 


Bere Wiad 
aN, 


IF YOU DO 
THAT, THAT 
DOG WILL 
KEEP 


HANGING 
AROUND 

HERE al 
FOREVER. 2A 


Scary-looking +s 


Author's Note 3 
About this scene 
of the Fujii family in 
Chapter 40... 


\chika’s not therel! 
Some readers pointed 
that out to me. 


But look 
carefully. 


STAY HERE. | 
FEEL BAD 
THAT HE WAS 


LO 
_~— | 


owe 
I St’ 
She is there!! You 
can see some of her 
hair over her 
brother's head. 46 


A WOMAN WITH 


A SHOPPING 

— BAG USED TO 

SHE | WALK HIM IN THE 
GALED EVENINGS. 


Korn. VEL 


YOU'RE , 
GOING TO AT THIS THE DOG'S 
RATE, HE'LL OWNERS 
END UP IN MOVED UP 


THE ANIMAL TO THE 
SHELTER. NORTHEAST. 


4: 


/ WELL, IT’S 
NOT THAT 


: KIDS BEG FOR 
{} PETS, BUT THEY 
pone DON’T KNOW 
_> \ WHAT IT MEANS. 


| ARESO 
\\ HEARTLESS. HE MIGHT 
BITE. 


ANO WHEN HE 
PASSES ON, 
WHAT THEN? 


BESIDES, 
HE'S AN OLD 
DOG, ISN'T 
HE? WHEN HE 
LOSES HIS 
SENSE OF 
SMELL, HE 
MIGHT BITE. 


a SAY THEY 

FEEL BAD, 
THEN SHRUG 
THINGS OFF 
LIKE THAT? 


EVERY TIME 
HE SEES KYON 
KYON', HE SAYS 
HE FEELS LIKE 

HUGGING EVERY 
SHORT WOMAN 


BUT WHEN HE 
SEES MAO DAICHI, 
HE SAYS HE FEELS 

LIKE HUGGING 

EVERY TALL WOMAN 
HE SEES, 


IF YOU DO 
THAT, THAT 
DOG WILL 
KEEP 
HANGING 
AROUND 
HERE 
FOREVER. 


| WONDER 
WHY... 


HOW CAN 
GROWNUPS 


BUT 
SOMETIMES 


POSITION UP 
IN SENDAI. 


KORO'S THE WELL, | GUESS 
CAMEAGE || ITWASONLY MRS. 
ASUS, HIRAYAMA WHO DID. 


HER 
HUSBAND 
AND KIDS 
DIDN'T DO 
ANYTHING 


) 


PEOPLE 
COMPLAINED ABOUT 
THE BOARDS | 
LEANED AGAINST 


SED : 


L-~O-G DP NUN EOLA 


MINORU 


AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF HER 


OION'T FEEL 
THE SAME 
WAY. 


AND SO THE 
KIDS TOOK HIM 
ANDO LEFT HIM 
SOMEWHERE. 


WHEN IT 
WAS TIME 
FOR THEM TO 
MOVE, HER 
HUSBAND 
MADE IT 
CLEAR. 


| TOLO YOU, 


OAD SAID NO! 
WHY CAN'T YOU 


83 


WHAT'LL 


HAPPENTO |] cate THE 
HIM THEN? ANIMAL 


SHELTER. 


«WORRYING 
ABOUT IT 

WON'T HELP 
ANYONE. 


} 


LOOKING 
AFTERHIM, 


HEWON'T —THATHIS 
EVEN BE HEARTLESS 
ABLETOGO OWNERS DOG. 
FORWALKS —_ABAN- ' 
PRETTY — PONED 


SOON, HIM. 


| FORGOT y YOU FEEL SORRY 
mW GAN S FORHIM, BUT 


AFTERA WHILE, 
YOU'LL GET 
TIRED OF TAKING 
CARE OF HIM. 


BILITIES. 


CAN 
PAINFUL. 


fo 
BUTIT'S 
SOME- 
THING WE 

PROBABLY 
SHOULON'T 
TURN AWAY 
FROM. 


WHERE'S WHAT 
MRS, \ KORO? —_ HAP- 
HIRA- PENED? 
¢ ae ME. es 
| 


AND... | 


IT's 
GOING TO 
TAKE USA 

LONG 
TIME TO 
GET TO 
SENDAI. 


\ 


| you | 

WOULDVE | 
BEEN 
HAPPY... 


NEW YEAR'S 
CARDS KEEP 
COMING EVEN 
AFTER THE 


IT'S FROM 


| GAN JUST EDOMAE. 
f SEE 


SCRAMBLING 


TOWRITEIT. MW 


THIS? A 
, HAND- |, 
| WRITTEN |, 


THE THIRD? 
BUT THAT'S 
TODAY! 


———— 


HEY CHIE 
HOW'S IT GOIN’! 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! IT’S 
| ME, EDOMAE!! MS, 
| OMORI, YAMAGUCHI, 
“AND ENDO ARE WITH 

MeE!! 
Hi, Chief 


EDOMAE!! WHY WE'RE AT 
) OION'T YOU TELL THE STATION! 
, \ ME SOONER?! 


HAVE YOUR ADDRESS. 
WE LL ASK THE WAY AT 
THE POLICE BOX. 
DON'T WORRY ABOUT 
NOTHIN’ 


HIS SHORTS | 


WERE INA 
TWIST OVER 


THE SHORT | 


NOTICE, BUT / 


77 OH WELL, 
| GUESS 
I'LL HAVE 


THAT'S W 
FORUS!! |} 
| 


NO!! I'M 


SAVING 
THAT TO 
HAVE WITH 


Cees NEW YEAR! 


Wy 


/ / ~ Z \\ 
IT’S JUST = \ \ 
\\ 


=\ 


IT'S ALL 


BOOZE, 
NG IT? 
q 


Author's Note 4 


A silly story... 

| moved to Tokyo almost 
five years ago, and people 
always asked me if | was 
afraid to live alone. (Now | 
live with my sister.) “Afraid 
of what?” I'd ask. “Of 
being alone? Of ghosts?” 
“Of being alone” was the 
answer. As for ghosts, I've 
never met one-~-of course, 
whenever | watch a ghost 
story on TV, | get 
scared--but | was never 
afraid just because | was 
alone, As a Kid, | spent a 
lot of time by myself (even 
though | had a large 
family). I'm not 
comfortable being around 
people all the time. | prefer 
spending time alone, doing 
nothing, (My friends are 
exceptions, and they're 
precious to me.) But there 
was a time when | suddenly 
felt like | might forget how 
to talk. One morning | got 
up and spent the whole day 
indoors. Late that night, | 
suddenly realized that | 
hadn't said a word all day. 
\ hadn't watched TV, or 
talked to myself, or 
sneezed, or even hiccuped. 
All 'd done was breathe in 
and out. That was scary. 
So to test myself | said 
“Ah!” in a loud voice. Then 
my worries evaporated. “I 
guess | still Know how to 
speak,” | thought. Now | 
can be alone without 


worrying. 


[_ Don't 
JUST STARE, 


SHOULON'T 
YOU BE 
WITH YOUR 
FAMILIES? 
IT'S NEW 
YEAR'S, 
AFTERALL. 


| WENT ON 
ASKI TRIP AT 
THE END OF 


THE YEAR, SO 


I'M BROKE. 


‘ee 


I'0 HAVE TO 
GIVE NEW 
YEAR'S GIFTS 
TO ALL MY 
RELATIVES’ 
KIDS. 
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100? I COULDN'T — INMY 


THAT'S SO 
SWEET OF WAITTOWISH CASE... 


amono? | 


THE NEW YEAR'S 
YOU'RE LIKE YOUR KIDS ARE RIGHT BARELY STARTED 
| ONE OF THOSE HERE! HAS MS, OMORI'S AND YOU'RE 
LECHEROUS BEAUTIFUL KIMONO-CLAD ALREADY 
OLD DRUNKS FIGURE MADE YOU LOSE FLIRTING WITH 
IN ABAR!! ALL YOUR SENSES?! Ms, OMORI!? 
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THE CHIEF 
AND EDOMAE 
ARE ALWAYS 
AT EACH 
OTHER'S 
THROATS. 


010 
C'MON. |'M THEY HAVE 
NOT THAT SCHOOL 
LUNCHES 
WHEN YOU 
WERE A KID, 


OFFICE 
POLITICS 
OON'T 


INTEREST 


Me. 


YOU EVER 
BEEN INA 
FACTION, 


YEAH. HE TOOK 
ME DRINKING. 


MIYAMOTO, THE \e 
MANAGER OF THE est 


WITH ALL THE 
YOUNGER 
EMPLOYEES 
LATELY. 


THAT'S WEIRD, 
HE TOOK THE 
GLAMOUR GIRLS 
TO LUNCH, 


MANAGER 
MIYAMOTO 
WAS 
BROUGHT 
IN FROM 
ANOTHER 
COMFANY. 


w« THEY GET 
STRESSED OUT 
AND DEVELOP 


HAPPENED TO 
YOU, YAMAGUCHI? 


LIGHTER. | 


‘aulaA ag 


| ALWAYS 
THOUGHT THERE 
WAS SOMETHING 
OIFFERENT 
ABOUT YOU. SURE, 
YOU'RE GOOD 
LOOKING... 


/ AND YOU'RE 
| GOODAT YOUR 


| 


LIKES YOU... 


CLOSER, | 
WILL ed 


THEY'VE 
ALL BEEN 
DRINKING. | 
DON'T GET 

ANYOFIT. £ 


OAD! SEIICHI, 


LISTEN, 
YOU... 


YES, YOU 
00!!| SEE 
IT IN YOUR 

FACE! 


HUH? 


SOCCER, 
RIGHT? 


YOU'RE || WHATEVER, |, 


EITHER A || “Your 


KARASAWA 
ORAGIBA 
FAN!! 


STOP THAT, 
SEIICHI!! 


TAKE IT EASY, 
SEIICHI. HE'S 


THIS KURIKINTON® 
IS DELICIOUS!! 


Aka 


ae 
*A sweet dish made of 


THIS UP IS 
GONNA BE 


«TO THANK YOU 
FORALL YOUR 
nan é ~ o lage wks} THIS IS 
LP, AND TO S i §=6 FOR YOU... 


ASK FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED 
GUIDANCE THIS 
YEAR, 


PRESENT | —~<(y 
— 


IGOTA 
GLIMPSE OF 
WHAT MY DAD 
WAS LIKE AT 

WORK. 


wow, PEOPLE 
DON'T USUALLY 
BUY THEIR 
BOSSES NEW 
YEAR'S GIFTS. 


ia 
YOU LOOK GREAT, CHIEF! . 


Sort of like Barney. 


CHIEF, YOU'RE SO TALL THAT 
WE HAD TROUBLE FINDING 
DINOSAUR PAJAMAS THAT 
WOLLD FIT YOU. | THINK 
THEY'RE A LITTLE SHORT. 


y YAMAGUCHI, 
ISN'T IT 
ABOUT TIME 
YOU TOOK 
THAT MAKEUP 
OFF? 
You \ooF 
aur 


1) 


AAH! WHAT 
THE HECK?! | 


ae O<OO>-. 
ee 


WY | fig 


mm 


| Bu] | 
IN N 


INORU? 


fees 

ae | 

kK = 
r 
K 


g 
g 
Z 


we 
( 
4 


A 


BE 
CAREFUL 
NOT TO 
OVERDO IT. 
Vy 


Chapter 42/The End 


ee (oe 


Chapter 43 


Py vg it 
St \ 


}/ 


\\ THE Day OFF, /\ 
> DIDN'T YOU?! | | 


LOOK ME IN 
THE EYE AND 


*<bXO 


IF YOU WIN, 
Buy SOME 
DISPOSABLE 
DIAPERS FOR 
TAICHI. 


OoPs. 


rc 


NAGGING! I'M 
JUST GONNA 
VISITA 
FRIEND, 


SO YOU 
ARE GOING 
TO PLAY 
PACHINKO!! 


yo 
By AND MINORU 


ap: 
p™ 


S_... THAT SEICHI 
| WOULDN'T BE 


SE TAKING THEM 
ANYWHERE THEY 
OUGHT 10 GO. 


z 


zaV= 


| GUESS SOME 
PEOPLE BRING 
THEIR KIOS 


SIS, /M 
HUNGRY. 


WE HAVEN'T 
HAD ANYTHING 


Author's Note 5 
A Recent Mystery 


Are you supposed to eat the 
{ittle clams in miso soup? 


Well, it’s really up to you, 
but as someone who loves 
miso soup with clams, | 
think you should eat them, 
Some people say they don't 
eat them because they're too 
much trouble to get out of 
the shell or that the clams 
are only used to flavor the 
stock, but | don't agree. 


A Recent 
paystery Seed 


When | was a student, my 

teacher once wondered out 

loud why there were three 

polite prefixes in the word 

“omiotsuke.” Words are 

often prefixed with “o” to 

make them more polite. The 

Kanji character for this “o” 

iii 1, is sometimes read 

“go” or “mi.” So the teacher. 

believed that the “o” “mi” 

and “o” in “omiotsuke” were 

all the same character. The 

other day | remembered OUR MOMMY 
that, But when | looked the WENT AWAY. 


word up in a dictionary, | 
got a surprise. The word 
was written with different 
characters! Instead of 
“o-mi-o-tsuke” 
REPLED ED, it was 
“omi” (EP , (meaning 
miso) and “otsuke” 

"fg at t; (meaning miso 
soup). So there weren't 
three polite prefixes added 
fo the word “tsuke” at all! 
What a surprise! 


Did everyone follow that? Little 
Kids are probably wondering 
hat {'m going on about 
Teachers, please check your 
facts before you tell us stuffll /b 
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NO! HE'S 
NOT OUR 
FATHER!! 


DION’T | 
TELL YOU 
THAT 
MOMMY'S 
COMING 
BACK 
TODAY?! 


MOM LEFT 
THEIR DAD 
BECAUSE 
HE WAS A 
PACHINKO 
ADDICT! 


7 - =| 
THIS NEW y y 

MACHINE 
|S GREAT. 


SS 


[tzm<oow 6 


== 
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UM... 
THERE ARE 
TWO LITTLE 
GIRLS 
SITTING ON 


PLAYING | 
PACHINKO? / 
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LET'S SEE... 
HUH? THESE 
THINGS ARE 


EN N_Z 


Author's Note & 


This is the order in which | 
work on my manga! ((‘ll take 
excerpts from Chapter 43.) 


1, U mull over the story. 
2. | create a plot. | decide 
how the story will proceed 
and work out a page plan. 
Otherwise, it won't come 
out to the right number 


ers 
AS ES 


EX 


rrers 
BAN Retest Ia, 
ROB haere) 


3.1 design the characters. 
(These are from my notebook.) 


(es) a? 


ds) 


| GUESS 
THIS IS 
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WHAT LUCK! 
THERE'S AN 
AUTOMATIC 
MACHINE OPEN. 
iv) 


eps} WHEN 
K WI "s GOT 
en ae 


I'M JUST 
KILLING 
TIME. |'M 
MEETING 
SOMEONE, 

\ 


YEAH. 


YOU MEAN THERE 
ARE DIFFERENT 
KINDS OF 
MACHINES? | WAS 


ANDO THIS TYPE 
OF MACHINE HAS 
A SPECIAL RIICHI 

WHERE THE 


YOU CAN 


START 
RELEAS- GUESS YOU 
| ING THE DION'T GET 


WHAT'S 
ARIICHI? 


OH. | 


WHEN A BALL 
FALLS INTO THE 
CENTER HOLE, 


THE DIGITAL 
SCREEN STARTS 
UP, RIGHT? 


PLAYINGIN 
ANOTHER ROW A / 


UP. BUT THAT'S 
ALONG SHOT. 


sw odds of ging 
one are extremely Low. 


THOSE MACHINES ARE 
CALLED KENRIMONO, THEY 
DON'T FAY OUT VERY 
OFTEN, SO THE VETERANS 
LIKE THEM. BUT THEY'RE 
DEFINITELY NOT FOR 


REALLY 
UNDERSTAND, 
BUT I'M SURE 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 
| LOST 20,000 


7 
THEN, IF THREE 
OF THE SAME 
NUMBER COME 
UP ON THE 
SCREEN, YOU HIT 
A JACKPOT AND 
AS LONG AS THE 
PAYOUT ISN'T CUT 
SHORT, YOU CAN 
GETUPTOA 
WHOLE BOX OF 
BALLS. 


ARIICHIIS 
WHEN YOU 
HAVE TWO 
MATCHING 
NUMBERS 
AND ALL YOU 
NEED IS ONE 
MORE TO 
WIN THE 
JACKPOT. 


< } 
a 


“ se me Z A 
*Kenrimono machines rarely pay jackpots, but when they do, the payout is usually big. 


tit 


ne WTLZA 


IF YOU KEEP LOSING 
Z MONEY LIKE THAT, 
IF | DON'T VAS : YOU'RE GONNA BE IN A 
STAY BUSY, (fe BAD MOOD WHEN YOUR 
FRIEND SHOWS UP. 
MAYBE YOU SHOULD 


VY 


MISTER, 
\\\ WHAT TIME 
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/ ioile] 
SOMETHING 
HAPPEN TO 


YOUR 
MOTHER? 


SHE SAID 


SHE WAS M-MOMMY 
BORROWED 
GOING TO 
MONEY FROM 
BORROW 
ALOAN SHARK 
THE MONEY 
FOR OUR 
FROM SHOP... 


GRANDFA. 


wAND UNCLE 
MATSUDA 

GUARANTEED 

THE LOAN. 
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LL a IVE BEEN | 
7/2 LOOKING 
//, FORYOU, 


WHERE =f SW 
ARE YOUR 
MOTHER AND } 
YOURUNCLE [TX 


MATSUDA? NY 


RIGHT, 
Boss, | 
N 


FOR THAT] 


MATSUDA. y 


YOU'VE GOT 
TO RUN AND 
WARN HIM 
ABOUT 
THOSE 
Guys!! 


GUARANTEES 
| ALOAN FOR 


\ THE WOMAN 
HE LOVES... 
/ 


FUYUMI, 
CHINATSU 


wlS THIS 

HOW YOU 

PLAN TO 
MAKE THAT 
5 MILLION? 


WHERE 
ARE YOU 
GOING? 


* Minoru 


; WHY'O YOU 
WHAT NOW? HOWE LOAN YOU 
GONNA LENDER 
SELL YOUR 
CONDO- 
MINIUM? 


C'MON, 
NOW. HOW 
CAN | HELP 
YOU IF YOU 
WON'T TALK 

TO ME? 


VALOA-N 


LN 
i 


AND NEXT TIME, 
DON'T GET 
MIXED UP WITH 
BADWOMEN. / 


OUR 


UNCLE = mommy IS 
MATSUDA, NOT A BAD 


MOMMY'S woman 
COMING nae 
BACK!! 


MY FATHER 


DISOWNED Zine 


20ON 
SATURDAY 
AT 
PACHINKO 
GRANDE. 


<9O90BI ACO 


SEIICHI! 


4 
r 

L 
a 
B 


\ 
\ 


Ay 


OUTHIS_ | 
MAGNIFI- 
CENT 180+ 

FORM!! 


THE 
DEADLINE 
IS THIS 
EVENING. 


wul'O GIVE 
MYSELF TO YOU 
IF | COULON'T 
PAY IT BACK? 


) You nal 
hate me? 


~ 


” x“ Wy KO... 
Don a 


{'m not very 
brave, either. 


/ SEIICHI, THOSE 


THEY CAME NO WAY. 
FROM THE ACTUALLY, | BALLS THAT YOU 
MACHINE THAT THINK THEY THREW ON THE 
cuvwas || “oecuzen | \ ‘costiouator 
TO BE USED 
PLAYING. OF MONEY? 


LIKE THAT. 


YOU MEAN IF 
THEY'O BEEN 
if YOURS, YOU 
THAT'S THE , 
KIND OF Guy | gyno a 
SEIICHI IS, 


Ie 


aN 


Sa! 


ADULT 
DIAPERS?!! 


Chapter 43/ The End 


“a ler 4 


i 


work? / 


\ 
[ Does 
oe | 


MY CHEEKS 
SUODEMY }: 
SWELLED UP 


TIZTITII IIIT LLL 


HELL BE | ; / EPIDEMIC 
SORE FORA |\ : QZ iy / Wy PAROTITIS. 
FEW DAYS, SO f 

GIVE HIM 
FOOD THAT'S 


HAVE YOU 
HAD THE 
Mumps, 


MR. ENOKI? 
THE 


MUMPS ARE 
CONTA- 
GIOUS, SO |. 
KEEP AN EYE 
ON THE 
OTHER 
MEMBERS 
OF YOUR 
FAMILY, 


iil 


IT'LL FEEL A 
LITTLE COLO. 
I'M GOING TO 
SWAB IT WITH 


HE ENJOYS 
GIVING SHOTS 
ALITTLE TOO 


THAT NIGHT! | | DIDN'T 
SLEPT INMY WiZAW.| &XxPECTTO 
ROOM FOR THE Wi %| GET ASHOTIN 
FIRST TIME INA hs THE RUMP AT 


LONG TIME. MY AGE. 


pone 


MINORU, MRS. KIMURA 
1S GOING TO PICK YOU UP 
FROM NURSERY SCHOOL 

TOMORROW. | WANT YOU TO 
BE GOOD AND STAY AT HER 
HOUSE UNTIL | COME 
HOME, OKAY? 


TAKUYA, | CAN ! 
COME CHECK MY GLANDS 
ON YOU AT : inal ARE REALLY 
LUNCHTIME. & 
WILL YOU BE ALL 
RIGHT BY 
YOURSELF? 


THE JOB 
WE'RE 
WORKING 
ON NOW IS / 
PRETTY BIG, | \\ | FLL BE ALL 
BUT IT ¥\ MIN | RIGHT. You 
SHOULD BE mT NER (i) 
ALL R' 


THE NEXT DAY 
DAD TOOK 
MINORU TO 
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THAT 
.. 4 NIGHT, HE 
FINISHED 


PUT MINORU 
TO BED, THEN 
DID HIS OFFICE 
WORK LATE 
INTO THE NIGHT. | 


‘noply this 
information| 
7, 


_! L 
odo the | 

Mumble \ 
mumble database... | 


WE LIVED LIKE 
THAT FOR 10 DAYS 
UNTIL MY FEVER | 
BROKE AND THE 
SWELLING IN MY | 
CHEEKS WENT | 


FEVER AND MY 
CHEEKS WERE 


GOT TO ME. 
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Author's Note 7 


4. Do a rough draft. 
The one below was drawn 
on 85 straw paper. 


Cs 


YOU 


SHOULD \ ALL GONE. 


5. Draw everything on 
manuscript paper. | hate 
this part of my job. 


G. Ink it with pens. Add 
light and shadow. 

1. Paste in the background 
tone and check it one last 
time. Now it’s done. 


The end. See you 
in volume 4! 
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A hl, 
‘ iy 


| THE AIRIF ? 


e| YOU'REIN 


MANY DAYS WELL? 
!} voyou 
lopws!'s ’ (| INTEND TO 


BUT HAVEN'T 
YOU BEEN 

TAKING TIME 

OFF AT 

LUNCHTIME 
BECAUSE 

.' YOUR SON 

3 WAS SICK? 


THEY HAVE 
GOTTEN SICK 
AT THE SAME 


IT'SNOTA 
MATTER OF 
YOU CATCHING 


MINORU, 


YES, 
AND UNTIL 
MINORU 
GETS 


JUST GOT | 
OVERIT. 
1 CAN'T 
CATCHIT 
AGAIN, 
CAN |? 


ILL CHANGE — 


| HAVE 
TO SLEEP 
UPSTAIRS 

AGAIN 


TONIGHT? 


IF HE CRIES LIKE 
THIS ALL NIGHT, YOU 
WON'T BE ABLE TO 

SLEEP, WILL YOU? @ 


THE SWELLING 
IN MINORU'S 
CHEEKS GOT 
WORSE AND 
HIS FEVER 
WENT UP 


~ WY 


HE CRIED 
ALL MIGHT 
LONG. 


- 


Mm 
UPSTAIRS, 
BUTI STILL 


WHEN YOU GET 
HOME FROM 
SCHOOL, I'LL GO 
TO WORK. CAN YOU / 


= 
GRADE 6-2 


MY FEVER | 
DIDN'T LAST 
THAT LONG, 4 
BUT THE | 
SWELLING fy: 
TOOKA 
WHILE. 


THERE'S 
NOTHING LIKE |OHH 
THE SIGHT OF 

TAKUYA'S SMILE 


SURE, YOU AND 
YOUR DADDY CAN'T 
WATCH MINORU THINK IT’S 
DURING THE DAY, | THAT 


a 


Tao 
Pere wore 
\yotte- 


MINORU 
FINALLY FELL 
ASLEEP A 
WHILE AGO, 
SO TRY TO 

BE QUIET. 


THINGS 
OKAY AT 
WORK? 


THAT NIGHT, 
DAD BROUGHT 
HOME LOTS OF 
PAPERWORK. 


YIKES! 1S IT 
MORNING 
ALREADY? 


1) 


Hi: 


\ WHOA! HIS FACE 
MINORU, | LOOKS LIKE A 
THE FAIN | BALLOON. AND 
WILL GET | HE HAS A FEVER, 
BETTER 
SOON. 


| 7 | 
! | >) ry, 
| VWrange 


HANG ON | 
ALITTLE | 


iat 


TAKUYA, DON'T 
WORRY ABOUT 


THAT YOU MINORU, JUST 
REALIZE HOW Ne , EAT AND GO TO 
IMPORTANT A i SCHOOL! 


MOTHER |S. 


_\ youre 
f) GOING TO 


V 


ILA 


WANT 
TAKUYA 
AND 


Pe 24 
SUFFER 
BECAUSE 
THEY DON'T 
HAVE A 
MOTHER. 


7 coup pack 


Nowlm 
CRYING FOR 
A MOTHER, 

TOO. 


/ 4 A) 
/ 


mao 
rd —, 
5, ES 


/ MY LITTLE 
BROTHER 
CAUGHT WHAT 


IT'S NOT 
TROUBLE- 
SOME FOR 
Me. 


HE 
SAID YOU 
WERE 
LEAVING 
SCHOOL 
EARLY. 


BUT YOU'RE 
EXHAUSTED, 


= YMA || 


ree 7 


KIDS CAN 
BE PRETTY 
SENSIBLE. |W 


PARENTS 


THEY DON'T 
REALIZE 
THAT THEY 
NEED HELP 


THEN DAD 
FELL INTO 
A DEEP 


wIT MADE 
ME FEEL 
GOOD JUST TO 
LISTEN TO HIS 
BREATHING 
WHILE HE 
SLEPT. 


REALIZING 
IT. 


Chapter 44/The End 


t's such a beautiful 
day out that it seems 
like a waste to be 
inside drawing 
pictures. 4 


Axihiro 
Fujii’s 
eyes have 
gradually : 


On April 26, my 
assistants and | went to 
see Schindler's List and 
, The Good Son. Oscar 
sw Schindler was quite 
SS ‘ 


wows man. © 
vm = | cried. 


ee 

Macaulay Culkin was so hateful, 

"mean the character he Played. 
Sone. ZA A 


(1 ike (chika. | 
“YW / © don't usually like 


to draw my own 
characters for fun, 
80 it’s rather 


According to my 
readers, Takuya 
is a good 
and 7 
gentle 
boy. 


/ / 

ff 
' Lf 
Vy 


Good boys' Z 
. don't really 
excite me, but 

( do like gentle is 
boys. 


F Harumi has 
= become more 
XK — popular ately. | 
. f used to think that guy 
\ in their 08 were old, but \ 
now | think theyre manly. | \ 
i That's about the age that they? t 

| begin to get sexy. 


— x 


If you're wondering what this is, it's a postscript. (So was the previous 
page.) When { was in high school, | enjoyed classical literature and the J cae 
Chinese classics. | never thought they were difficult. On the contrary, Z 7) P27 ousting 4 
when it came to Chinese poetry, | could read a poem once and have on such 
it memorized. Sometimes | thought | must've lived in China ing# : 
a past lifel! But that’s silly. Now | can't remember any of 
the Chinese poems | learned back then. 


In those days, | attempted to read The 
Tale of Genji, but it was exhausting, 
| tossed the book aside very quickly. /)) 


{ All the characters | 
__ 4 draw have round faces, 
\y don't they? | have a round ( 
Lay face, too. Why don't you 
+ finish the drawings in pen, ¥ 
you ask? It’s too much 
trouble. Anyway, 
_ aren't they more 


tt ¢f 
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